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Good afternoon Sian,
 
Sorry I missed your call yesterday but thank you for following up with an e-mail.
 
Natural England’s general policy with regards to hearings is that we do not have the capacity to
attend and that we focus our effort on the Written Representations / Examining Authority’s
Questions. I can confirm that we will not be able to attend the hearing next week.
 
Our Written Representations provide a clear statement of our position on the issue of nutrient
neutrality and this is further supported by the Matters Not Yet Agreed section of the Statement
of Common Ground, which we continue to work with the applicant on. In the first instance, I
would direct you to those two documents.
 
However, I understand that nutrient neutrality is a relatively new issue for consideration, so I will
outline our position with regards to Net Zero Teesside below:
 

Most industrial developments will not be in scope of the nutrient neutrality advice, except
for when the development-specific industrial processes will result in a contribution of
nitrates to the catchment of the River Tees.
As the Net Zero Teesside Project proposes to discharge industrial waste water to the Tees
Bay, which will contain nitrates, it is possible that a sufficient quantity of this will be
washed back into the estuary.
Natural England has requested the applicant provide modelling to demonstrate if the
waste water is likely to reach Seal Sands (the part of the estuary that is in unfavourable
condition due to nitrates), and if so what the volume and concentrations of nitrates are
likely to be.
The applicant has agreed to provide this modelling but has not done so yet. Natural
England will review this evidence once it is available but cannot comment further until
that point.

 
In summary, we have raised the issue of nutrient neutrality with the applicant and are waiting for
the applicant to provide modelling to allow us to determine if the development is in scope of our
nutrient neutrality advice.
 
If there are any specific questions that you would like Natural England to answer before or as a
result of the hearing, we would be happy to review them and will respond as soon as we can.
 
Best wishes,
Nick
 
Nick Lightfoot (Pronouns: He/Him/His)



Lead Adviser - Sustainable Development and Planning

Northumbria Area Team
Natural England
Lancaster House
Hampshire Court
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE4 7YH

Tel.: 
Mob.: 

www.gov.uk/natural-england

During the current coronavirus situation, Natural England staff are primarily working remotely to provide our services

and support our customers and stakeholders. Please continue to send any documents by email or contact us by phone

to let us know how we can help you. See the latest news on the coronavirus at http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus and

Natural England’s regularly updated operational update at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/operational-update-

covid-19.  

Hands, Face, Space, Fresh Air.

We now offer free and chargeable advice to land owners and managers planning works on Sites of Special
Scientific Interest through SSSI Advice Service. 

To help Developers consider the environment Natural England offers two chargeable services:
- the Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) which can provide advice on planning/licensing proposals;
- the Pre-submission Screening Service (PSS) for European Protected Species mitigation licence applications.

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fnatural-england&data=05%7C01%7CNetZeroTeessideProject%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C8a30fbad7f6e4f733ad508da602386a3%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637928002946639723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LG95VUqJCHUJKp8LX8FGJ5t%2BnxZFXxD1XGBKTEtsuBM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fcoronavirus&data=05%7C01%7CNetZeroTeessideProject%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C8a30fbad7f6e4f733ad508da602386a3%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637928002946639723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JJXBY7qXRodyle09Nd7XmR79xqueFJ5DdzLEAYjceKs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Foperational-update-covid-19&data=05%7C01%7CNetZeroTeessideProject%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C8a30fbad7f6e4f733ad508da602386a3%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637928002946639723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Idklo6n2IyFWPl0qp0nEyjkfZO%2BqQ76%2BfcVbS7MnGnc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Foperational-update-covid-19&data=05%7C01%7CNetZeroTeessideProject%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C8a30fbad7f6e4f733ad508da602386a3%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637928002946639723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Idklo6n2IyFWPl0qp0nEyjkfZO%2BqQ76%2BfcVbS7MnGnc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fprotected-areas-sites-of-special-scientific-interest&data=05%7C01%7CNetZeroTeessideProject%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C8a30fbad7f6e4f733ad508da602386a3%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637928002946639723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NTJDrbx%2FVVEg1npPvo4Bq%2FS9L%2BEY7RI9hjVl3Vupze4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fdiscretionary-advice-service-get-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-the-natural-environment-in-england&data=05%7C01%7CNetZeroTeessideProject%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C8a30fbad7f6e4f733ad508da602386a3%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637928002946639723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3RIgcBh7ZV3KY3mF9cGEeBG%2B2b5PRZhI7yra00XTrxM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fpre-submission-screening-service-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-protected-species&data=05%7C01%7CNetZeroTeessideProject%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7C8a30fbad7f6e4f733ad508da602386a3%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C0%7C0%7C637928002946639723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w6BLKCqH76k4xNsrISUzH43hPxR4NuXqvSlRp5rmVhA%3D&reserved=0



